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Sritribhiiwanéddityaparavara Dhammatrailokyanidtha Mahddhammardjadhirdjadevi
Queen Banya Htau of Hongsawatoi (Shin Sawbu of Pegu A.D.1446-1472)

Daughter of King Rdjadhiraj and Queen Dala-sudhamiyadevi
Born in March 1395

Married to Smin Che-sao (Banya Bwe) in 1415

Accepted as Queen of Hongsawatoi in 1446

Passed away in 1472

Two claims to fame are hers: 1) She ruled the country well. 2) She embellished the Shwe
Dagon Pagoda. She was held in much honour, great in faith and self sacrifice. Kings of the eight
directions sent messengers with presents without intermission. She accomplished a great many meri-
torious works. After seven years she resolved to abandon the throne. Her Majesty built and enlarged
the Dagon Pagoda platform, put on a crown, went on the scales and made them take her own weight
in gold, 25 viss and beating it out into leaf cover the pagoda from the dome to the umbrella and
down to the bottom. She was the first to gild the pagoda, for there is no previous reference to gilding
in its history. For her residence during the building of the pagoda she had a stockaded palace erected
near the pagoda. She enlarged Sule Pagoda, which according to legend was originally built at the
same time as the Shwe Dagon to commemorate the spot where King Ukkalapa and the two brother
assembled while searching for Singuttara Hill. Actually the term Sule appears to be derived from
Culaceti “small pagoda”, in contradistinction to the great pagoda of Shwe Dagon.

(Reference: History of Rangoon, B. R. Pearn. 1939)



